Table Project
Plywood Model
All plywood pieces are sold in large square pieces.  A sheet of plywood cost $12.  You can buy any fractional part of a sheet of plywood and pay that fraction of $12.  For example, ½ of a pan costs ½ of $12. 

A. You are asked to buy ½ of a sheet of plywood that is 2/3 of it’s original size.  

i. Use a copy of the plywood model sheet.  Draw a picture to show how the plywood sheet might look before you buy the ½ sheet of plywood. 

ii. Use different color pencils to show the part of the plywood that you will buy.  Note that you are buying a part of a part. 

iii. What fraction of the whole sheet of plywood would you buy?  How much would you pay?

B. You go back to home depot and buy ¾ of another sheet that is half of its original size.

i. Draw a picture to show how the plywood might look before you buy your ¾.

ii. Use a different color pencil and show the part of the plywood sheet that you would buy. 

iii. What fraction of the whole sheet do you buy?  How much would you pay?

C. When mathematicians write ½ or ¼, they mean the operation of multiplication, or [image: image2.emf] When you multiply a fraction by a fraction, you are finding “a part of a part.”  Think of each example below as a plywood sheet problem in which you are buying a part of a sheet that is part of its original size---part of a part.  


[image: image3.emf]








1

3

´

1

4

=

                     
[image: image4.emf]








1

4

´

2

3

=

                    
[image: image5.emf]— X — =









1

3

´

3

4

=

                   
[image: image6.emf]








3

4

´

2

5

=


_1265733688.unknown

_1265733689.unknown

_1265733691.unknown

_1265733687.unknown

