
  
    
      
    
  


An Instructables Experience

This book is a record of the work I have published on theInstructableswebsite.

I am writing this on January 9, 2019. As you can see in the picture below, I first joined Intructables on April 23, 2011.

However, I did notpublish anything until August 26, 2017.
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The First Project

I was really excited about the "First Time Author" contest. After years of lurking on Instructables, I finally thought of a project that I wanted to share. I spent the weekend taking pictures of the fabric maze that I set up in the basement.


I spent hours writing and publishing my first Instructable.

It was exciting to see it appear on theInstructableswebsite:

[image: a_first_instr]


My pictures weren't great.


It's hard to get good pictures in a dark-ish basement.

[image: c_1_maze]


In my mailbox, there appeared the most desirable accolade:

[image: c_2_171118_first_instructable]


I felt honored and appreciated.


I waited weeks for the "First Time Author" contest to end.

I didn't win.

But I didn't feel bad, once I saw the fabulous fancy imaginative and out-of-my-league projects that DID win:

[image: mycompetition]


Print and Mail Books

After seeing what kind of projects that actually WIN on Instructables, I didn't really feel like trying again for a while.


I do have a life and a full-time job.


I DON'T have a fancy workshop or a 3D printer.

But I Did Not Quit

I was no longer psyched about the whole idea of actually winning something. I decided to just focus on the sharing aspect of Instructables. I had been writing little storybooks for my grandson Malcolm for about ten months. When I looked for some ready-to-print stories online, but I did not find anything suitable.

I thought that maybe other grandparents would want the same thing, so I created my first "print-and-mail" story.


HURRAY! It got featured. I was joyful.


[image: d_storybook]


Once a Week? Really?

A week later, I made the next print-and-mail story. I was very proud of this little book, because it was a Grandma Van adaptation of an old folk tale. The special twist: it could be peronsalized.


(Keep in mind, it does not take a lot to get Grandma Van excited. PERSONALIZED storybooks. WHEEEE!)




[image: e_littleredhen_adam]


I am really proud of the concept of creating a storybook that allows someone to print it to add names and places of their choice.

In addition to writing the book and writing instructions for creating it, I now needed extra steps to show HOW to personalize the book.

I came up with a plan to take a screenshot of each page and add a colorized key for personalization.

I was proud of this concept. The second book in the series had added value, compared to the first.

(Keep in mind, it does not take a lot to get Grandma Van excited. A KEY to help with personalizing the storybook. WHEEEE!)


[image: f_red_hen_adam]





I continued writing little books for months. 

I made several little books based on the "Pocketmod" pattern. APocketmodis made from a single page, printed on only one side, cut and folded.

[image: g_bugs]


Sometimes I added paper finger puppets and props to the storybook:

[image: h_vincent]


I made a series of storybooks with my grandchildren's favorite toys.

[image: i_bear_dino]





A Writer WRITES

I was hooked on writing, but I also wanted to write about my journey as an author. So I started a Wordpress blog. I named it Grandma Van Stories, and after a few weeks of posting, deleting, and reposting content, I had a format that worked for me.


I would publish a storybook on Instructables....

[image: f_littleredhen_instr]


Then I would write about it in my Wordpress blog:

[image: f_littleredhen_wp]


I'm not sure WHY numbers were so important to me, but I wanted the Instructables webpage to have a matching Wordpress webpage. So storybooks 1 through 24 had numbers.


I Should Never Have Given in to Temptation


Things continued for a couple of months. My little storybooks were seldom featured, but I fully understood why. That first book was a relatively new concept forInstructables, but additional stories were just the same old thing.

Then I saw another contest.

[image: j_contest]


I decided to make a little book that would be pocket-sized.

It got a reasonable number of views, but it did not get featured.

And, of course, it did not win.


[image: j_bunny_in_box]


But I did not give up.

For the next contest, I created six little mini-books, one for each color.

Then I adapted the a pattern for a fabric tool container (or "tool-roll") that wraps up. I entered it in the Colors Contest.

[image: k_bookroll]


I Did Not Win


Again.


But I STILL didn't feel bad. I thought my project was as good as some of the winners, but that was just my opinion. I decided that I would not enter any more contests. I continued to share projects that I thought others would find useful.


The Straw That Broke Grandma's Back

On July 8, I published a project that had been enjoyed by at least TEN classes of preschoolers, kindergarteners, and first graders. It is a simple recipe, based on a project that was featured way back in 1975 in an art teacher's magazine.


THAT project made use of something called Prang Media Mixer. The product is still out there, but it isn't easy to find and it's a little expensive to use in large quantities. So I figured out how to make a cheap substitute. I was excited to share this project that had brought so much joy to my little ones.

On July 8, I published my marvelous magic duplicating gel and waited for the email telling me that it had been featured.


[image: l_duplilcatinggel]


I waited.

And waited.


And waited.


The email message never came.


I was distraught.

Truly.


I was very sad.


Very.


Then, I got mad.


Quite mad.


I needed to do SOMETHING to get rid of the ugly invasive hurtful madness that I was feeling.


So I wrote another little storybook.


It was called Dealing with Instructables Rejection.

Dare I publish it?


Oh, yes. I published it.


[image: m_rejection]


And I also wrote a rant on my Wordpress site.

I am reproducing it, completely, for this little EPUB book:

[image: disgruntlement]


Expressing Disgruntlement Elegantly

I am writing this on the last day of August. I have not posted an article since June.

Way back in June, I posted a project that I had entered in an Instructables contest. It was a collection of little books, nestled in a little “tool-wrap-style” container.

It was cute. My granddaughter loved it.

[image: tinyone]


It did not win the contest.

It did not even place.

But I carried on. The next time I posted an Instructable, I tried to make sure it was a very helpful, a very original, a very well-presented idea. I wasn’t entering a contest. I wasn’t trying to win anything. But I did want a tiny bit of recognition. On the Instructables website, if a project is good it gets featured. I regard this as an “honorable mention.”

[image: tinytwo]


My project was not featured. No honorable mention. Again.

I was really upset. I needed to do SOMETHING.

So I wrote a little book about my experience: Dealing with Instructables Rejection.

[image: tinythree]


While creating this little book, I re-examined my goals. The original goal: publish one little book a week.

First came the book that got mailed to my grandchildren. Then I adapted that story “for the masses” and published it on the Instructables website. Finally, I wrote a little article about it on the WordPress.com website.

Then I got carried away with the idea of being recognized for my work. I tried to write little books that could be entered into contests. I was focussing, not on sharing, but on winning.

Sometimes even Grandmas forget their purpose.

Last June, I stopped writing for the mass audience and returned to writing for my grandchildren. I stopped trying to “sell” my stories through WordPress.

I DID continue to create one book each week. I made three copies. One for each of the Oklahoma grandchildren. One for grandma.

But I stopped publishing weekly on the Instructables website. When one of the stories can easily be adapted “for the mass audience,” I publish it on Instructables.

Things are better now.


Moving On

My rant about Instructables rejection drew a few comments in the comments section and I felt better for a while. I published an assortment of projects, more or less on a monthly basis. On October 1, I even entered my "Spooky Games" in the Halloween contest.

[image: o_spookygames]


Guess what? I didn't get featured. I didn't win.

I felt a little sad about the featured part. But I will publicly state this:

I never in a million years expected to win anything.

Instructables authors are Halloween CRAZY. The bar is impossibly high. It's SO MUCH FUN to be a part of the Instructablescommunity at Halloween time!

After failing (once again) to get featured, I decided to quit for a while. but along came Halloween.

I love Halloween.

I could not let Halloween pass without some kind of little storybook.

At the very last minute, I wrote one.

[image: p_halloween]


It didn't get featured.

I didn't expect it to get featured.

I wrote about it for my Wordpress site.

[image: w_halloween]





And Then it was Christmas

I made a teeny tiny little book. I entered it in a Christmas contest, not because I thought it had ANY chances of winning, but since it wasn't going to get featured, the contest page might just get it a few more views.

[image: x_minibook]


It got a decent amount of views... for me....

Which brings me to....

My New Year's Resolution

It is 2019.

I've got my act together.

No more Instructables contests for me.

I was actually tempted, momentarily, by the cardboard contest. But the world will never see the fabulous cardboard building set that my grandsons enjoy when they go to the basement. I refuse to deal with any more Instructables rejection.

Sharing for the Sake of Sharing

But that doesn't mean that I have quit Instructables. I STILL think that I have a lot to share. It's just not the kind of stuff that Instructables editors like to feature.

What am I excited about?

I'm still excited about writing stories. Little print-and-mail stories. So my first Instructables project for 2019 was another little storybook.

Nothing new or different about this storybook. Standard Grandma Van story. Something I could print and mail to my grandchildren.

I will continue to share projects on Instructables because that is what THIS writer does.



[image: q_mail]


What else am I excited about?

The EPUB format.

So I am publishing another project in January:

[image: a_cover]
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